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Research Plan
Experienced Research Fellow: Dimitris Zikos
Working Title: “Translating Theory into Practice in a Multi-level European Context”
In the course of my research I have identified a series of important “gaps” between different levels of environmental policies from policy formulation to implementation and beyond. The implications of such gaps often lead to failures or unexpected outcomes of specific targeted (but still single-dimensionally approached) measures.  It is my hypothesis –and a part of my current work- that this is mainly due to a failure of certain governance arrangements to identify, understand and embed a series of multi-level crucial factors, like EU’s role, member-states’ individualities, local cultural characteristics, role of public acceptance and involvement, integration of local knowledge and expertise etc, that facilitate the translation of environmental policies from theory to practice.

Under the “Governat” Project I expect to study thoroughly emblematic environmental issues and policies at different levels and stages of implementation and from various perspectives under different governance types and “models”. Identifying and assessing the best practices that will bridge the gaps and trace the “missing links” could prove crucial to allow a better allocation of resources in the most effective way and to facilitate the translation from theory to practice. The understanding of any possible differences between the “imaginary” worlds of decision makers with the local reality can contribute towards the planning and implementation of more realistic measures regarding the implementation of environmental policies. Moreover, the research will identify opportunities for EU intervention to promote these conditions so as to influence and promote those conservation mechanisms that work under differing backgrounds (political, cultural, economic etc) and in countries with different environmental governance arrangements. This can be seen as a contribution to the identification and development of a series of actions required by EU that can eventually lead to a flexible European-hybrid environmental governance model or set of actions and arrangements towards the best possible environmental outcomes. Such a “model” would be an important step - as it could speed up sustainable and innovative social change for competitiveness and economic growth as well as for social cohesion, environmental conservation and a strengthening of the legitimacy of the political order within the EU.
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