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The aim of my research within GoverNat is to identify the policy needs for participation in multi-level governance for biodiversity and water in Europe. I will do this by studying the ways in which participation is occurring in the implementation of the relevant EU directives. I am assuming that the integration of expertise (= contents) and the characteristics of the implementation processes and relevant institutions (= procedures) will provide the explanations for success and failure of participation
. I will examine the establishment of management plans for selected Natura 2000 sites and/or river basin management plans with a view of understanding how the legal, political, social and physical contexts, and vertical and horizontal interplay between levels and areas of governance shape the conditions and effectiveness of European policies. I will use political analysis, discourse analysis, institutional analysis and other relevant methods. In addition, I would like to use the opportunity of the interdisciplinary project to understand better the potential and pitfalls of interdisciplinary projects. This is a reflective turn on my own and GoverNats primary substantial aims.

As a first step I will conduct a review of existing EU reports and research on the implementation of relevant directives and related topics, e.g. participatory processes in order to extract relevant information. I will also study scientific literature on implementation and institutions to widen my analytical toolkit. Next, I envisage using three mutually reinforcing approaches to answer my research question: 

1. the integration of early stage researchers' work; 

2. reinterpretation of my previous research from a GoverNat viewpoint; 

3. case-study research based on the collection of new material. 
Through the reinterpretation of my previous research I hope to be able to give a preliminary answer to the overall research question, which I will then be able to elaborate on through the new material collected by myself and the ESRs.

Concrete activities include organizing one or more fellows’ seminars where their findings on my research question are discussed,  and selecting one or more new cases in UK, possibly linking in with ongoing research at SRI, Lancaster or elsewhere. In order to implement the reflective turn, I will be a observing as well as participating in the GoverNat meetings and I will engage in discussions about the set-up and progress of the project. 








































� ‘success’ and ‘failure’ t.b.d.
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