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By the introduction of the Water Framework Directive, EU member states are supposed to introduce new institutional arrangements in order to tackle the complex water quality problems in the Union and to comply with the demanding goals set out in the WFD. These arrangements include both management along river basins and the inclusion of non-state actors in water management. Research on corporatism and public participation, however, emphasizes that the success of collaborative arrangements and institutional changes is very much dependent on path-dependent factors. The directive, while relatively vague in its statements on citizen involvement and cooperation, seems to impose a quite specific way of policy making and water management to the member states. It can be assumed that they would deal quite differently with the challenge of establishing new or altering existing institutional arrangements in water management in response to the directive - depending on existing institutional structures and decision-making cultures as well as their ability and willingness to adapt to collaborative ways of water management. This will have major implications for the successful implementation and application of the directive in terms of political outputs in form of water management plans and in terms of achieving ecological outcomes. The Ph.D. project poses, firstly, the question how EU member states of different water management traditions and political cultures respond to the institutional change demanded by the WFD. More precise, the research focusses on assessing administrative change both in structures and practices (e.g., establishment of new authorities, role of existing administrative bodies, forms of collaborations between state agencies, relationship to nonstate actors etc.). To this end, four strands of theories are employed: approaches to EU multilevel governance, theories of implementation, Europeanization research as well as literature on corporatism and collaborative decision-making. Secondly, the study attempts to estimate what these insights mean for the successful implementation and application of the WFD and the attainment of its ecological goals in the sense of developing effective management plans with a high level of acceptance. One assumption is that EU member states with a more collaborative decision-making culture more easily adopt to the institutional changes inherent in the WFD and, consequently, are more successful in developing effective water management plans. These questions will be addressed by a comparative research design

focussing on four case study countries: Denmark, Spain, UK and Slovakia.
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