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"The Problem of Fit and the Costs of Multilevel Governance of Biodiversity in Europe”. 

Mireia Pecurul
This research aims at understanding the quality of "fit" between the current multi-level governance solutions for biodiversity in Europe and the physical and social system in governs, and the governance cost implications of the fit. 

I would base my institutional analysis from empirical evidence from the recent implementation of Natura 2000 in Europe. Natura 2000 is an institution that aims to promote the maintenance of biodiversity in Europe. The two legal pillars of Natura 2000 are The Habitat Directive (CD 92/43/EEC), the Bird Directive (CD 79/409/EEC). 

The HD is implemented through the designation of a European ecological network of special areas of conservation (SACs). It means that each of the member states is required to identify these SACs and ensure that the habitats and species in them are maintained and/or restored to a favorable conservation status. Thus, the Member States must actively establish measures to achieve this above-mentioned purpose (European Community 2000. Thus, Natura 2000 results in a system where rules are framed in generic terms. 

Ambiguity on then definition of biodiversity, the interpretation of the directive by the state members by the “thin sense” regardless of its behavioural significance and the uncertainty in the expected results and the financial means to support them likely are some of the difficulties of Natura 2000 implementation. Indeed, Natura 2000 implementation has failed in some European countries where experimental cases of studies where conducted (exists data from Denmark, Romania and Austria not yet published). My research question aims to understand how problems encountered in the implementation of Natura 2000 could be interpreted as problems of “fit” and “interplay”. 

How problems of implementation of Natura 2000 could be understood as problems of fit?

What are the causes of the mismatch between Natura 2000 (as institution) and the previous social arrangements (this includes previous human management practices as well as other conservation regulations in the same area)?

What improvements in the institutional design could enhance the institutional performance, and therefore reduce the transaction costs of Natura 2000 implementation?

The dissertation will draw from literature on common property and CBNRM and literature on to develop an analytical framework for the study of multi-level governance of biodiversity in Europe.

Research will be based on a case study approach (Yin 1984). Looking at different performances in different cases in different countries aims to improve our understanding of why do some institutional responses to environmental problems prove more successful in terms of efficiency. U.K and Spain are potential countries to undertake case studies since both are completely different in terms of policy style, participatory culture and ecological systems. 

It will be applied multiple materials and methods, for instance, in-depth interviews or participatory observation. Furthermore, quantitative and qualitative analysis of the interviews using adequate methodology and software (e.g. NVIVO) will be applied. 
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