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 “How do interfaces between European biodiversity research and stakeholders contribute to halting biodiversity loss?”

Catherine Jolibert
This Ph.D. research will develop a critical interdisciplinary analysis of the contribution that stakeholder engagement processes in EU-funded biodiversity research projects make to the interface between science and policy. It will explore the potential need for coordination mechanisms between different research projects and networks. To this purpose, it will include a meta-level analysis of stakeholder processes implemented by the major European biodiversity research projects and networks, which will constitute the empirical case studies of the thesis. Specific issues pertaining to linking science and stakeholders through participatory settings, bringing together different types of knowledge, as well as articulating interface processes at different scales will be studied. 

As a first step we will select case studies. It will consist of the determination of some European biodiversity projects and networks which are in place. The general aim is to analyse in which conditions, the participative processes improve the science-policy interfaces through the study of:

- The various stakeholders especially in science-policy interfaces, their relations and interests,  and the typology of their implication, 

- The processes of implementation of interfaces in the project or network.

The evolution of the work will build on theoretical and practical research on science-policy interfaces and multi-level biodiversity governance. Methodology to achieve this general aim will consist of:

- The elaboration of an analytical framework from the different stakeholders based on a literature review and interviews of stakeholders operating at different levels of governance, 

-  The analysis and mapping achievement of European research projects in biodiversity and stakeholders processes.

The analytical framework and the European research projects mapping will progressively  evolve during the different steps of the PhD and these steps will be overlapping run in parallel.

To conclude, developing appropriate methodology and critical analysis of the existing situation in EU research projects and networks, and identifying the implications of the research for future governance strategies in biodiversity would have to constitute the framework into which suggestions for improvement of science-policy interfaces at international level (e.g. the 2010 target) will be proposed.
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