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The democratic legitimacy of water governance processes
- Raphael Treffny -
Participatory processes have come to constitute a fundamental part of Integrated Water Resource Management and are seen as an essential building block for the implementation of the Water Framework Directive (WFD). To achieve good ecological status throughout the European water bodies by 2015, river basin districts have been defined as a new spatial unit for water management. Within these new geographic spaces participatory processes are seen as a key element of connecting the management of water bodies to the multitude of stakeholders and the local public. 

As the overarching European legislation on water, the WFD does stress processes of governance for addressing the challenge of insufficient ecological quality and introduces participatory forms of decision making as a compulsory means for achieving its aims. Although praised as democratizing water resources management, these new geographies and multi level governance processes bring about new spaces of power that challenge the traditional institutions of representative democracy and questions of democratic, as well as economic and scientific, legitimacy are brought to the surface. 
These issues are of special concern in a privatized water sector, where decisions are subject to market principle. This research will be based upon various case studies throughout the United Kingdom in order to explore the relationship between the governance processes used by public and private actors and the democratic legitimacy of these forms of decision making for meeting the objectives of a European legislation. The following questions will be addressed in greater detail throughout the research:
Research questions:
How do actors in a privatized water sector get involved, who is included/excluded and what modes of decision making do the current governance processes bring about?
How do the current participatory forms of involvement deal with democratic legitimacy considerations and what implications does this have on water policies?
How does the river basin district paradigm reshape steering processes in a privatised water sector and how do those engaged in this shift experience it from a democratic perspective? 
How are the institutions in place reacting toward that paradigm shift from government to governance and what effect does this have on the democratic legitimacy of water policies?
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