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Research Plan

Research examines institutional changes in biodiversity governance and biodiversity conservation policy in countries of Central Eastern Europe (CEE). In the research, institutions are presented as conventions, norms and formal rules, which are not functioning without interactive influence of one another. Creation of institutions in environmental governance is seen as a response to ecosystem and social system complexity and dynamics, where the two mentioned systems are interdependent and possible to be seen as a one system.  

In CEEC's, two key aspects of institutional change have been recognized: post-socialist transformation and EU integration. Transition towards market economy and chase after affluence, have resulted in an increased use of natural resources. On the other side, first of all by entering EU, the growing need for nature conservation is pointed out. That caused a real jungle with many institutions, where sometimes institutions operating in relative issue area have different objectives. This is a quite frequent situation when utilizing natural resources. For example, on the one hand forests are of economic importance, but on the other hand they are also very important to the biodiversity conservation. This may lead to disharmony or conflict situations may occur, when activities supporting one of the mentioned values affect each other. Interplay between institutions of forestry and biodiversity governance is of special interest to this research. Such interactions are not strictly recognized as conflicts, but they may be capable to cause synergistic effects. Forests are of high importance providing different functions: ecological, socio-cultural and economic one. Maintenance of all these functions is important. Individually, institutions may support just some of those functions, neglecting the others. Information flow and strengthening of cooperation is inevitable. Institutional interactions introduce us with complexity of social systems, but with complexity of ecosystems as well, and their interdependence. 

Research is looking at horizontal interplay as well as at vertical interplay. Vertical interplay implies the concept of multi-level governance. Decentralization has lead to the state of complex governance, with many different levels of governance included. Its appearance has been seen inevitable in achieving the effective governance. However, lack of communication and coordination between different government levels, as well as between state and non-state actors may impede realization of effective biodiversity governance. As an example can serve the problems, which appeared in implementation of Natura 2000 in member states.

Countries, in which research will be carried out (Slovak Republic and Czech Republic), are characterized by huge amount of forests. For this reason a stream of interests went towards forest ecosystems. The third country included in research is interesting from the other point of view. It is not a member of EU (Serbia). The difference will enable the analysis, by comparing the three countries, of the success of institutional changes in biodiversity governance. Here, there will be applied case study approach, still qualitative methods will be used (interviews etc.).  
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